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Law firms look desperately for excellence 

in lawyers. In case they fail to get brilliant 

lawyers, they train them hard to be so. As per 

one estimate, big firms spend around £250,000 

on a trainee to be their partner of the future.

It is crucial for the beginners to know the 

attributes that are valued in the profession. 

They need to ascertain whether they have 

these qualities, and if not, assess their ability 

to develop them.

Academics

Law firms have never hidden their fascination 

for attendance at old and prime law colleges 

and A-level grades. Strong academic 

performance will help you clear the initial sift 

without any fuss.

Intellect & Reasoning Powers

Legal jobs are intellectually rigorous and 

stress clear, comprehensive, and lucid 

thought. In addition, lawyers need to 

internalise fact consciousness and possess the 

ability to process and assimilate large amounts 

of information. They must have the capacity to 

check the accuracy of the facts and recognize 

the relevance of the information and issues.

Interpersonal Skills

Academics and intellect may ensure you a job 

in a law firm, but in the long term your success 

in the profession would depend more on your 

ability to interact with your colleagues and the 

firm’s clients. Your long-lasting relationships 

with the clients would translate into a 

continuous flow of business for your firm. 

Developing relations with the legal colleagues 

at your own firm, at other law firms, and 

chambers and organizations may take you a 

long way in the profession.

Client Counseling

Lawyer-client interaction, termed as 

counseling, separates successful lawyers 

from ordinary ones. Effective counseling skills 

help the lawyers not only in understanding the 

exact nature of the client’s problem, but also in 

assuring the client about the legal solution to 

their problem.

Teamwork

In the real world of legal profession, it is not 

always individuals who decide the outcome 

of the efforts. Often, it is the teamwork which 

makes the difference in the success and failure 

of a law firm. Law firms have always valued 

mediation, arbitration, and consensus among 

the firms’ contemporaries very highly.

Commercial Awareness

Profit and prestige remain the foremost motives 

of every law firm. Each of them needs to compete 

for survival and progress. When you work for a 

law firm, the firm will expect you to work towards 

fulfilling its commercial needs. It is not enough 

to know law; a good lawyer knows a great deal 

about his/her client’s business. Those who have 

achieved exemplary success in legal profession 

have endeavored to interpret complex legal 

principles in the context of clients’ business. 

Commercially aware solicitors constantly analyze 

the markets, legal pressures and strategies, and 

the changing needs of their clients.

Communication

It may not be an exaggeration to say that 

anyone who can’t communicate smoothly will 

flop miserably as a lawyer. The law is more or 

less communication. Lingual sophistication and 

precise and persuasive speech are valued to 

the utmost in this profession. It is difficult not 

to agree with English poet and dramatist John 

Gay’s satire on lawyers’ uncanny ability to use 

language when he said, “I know you lawyers 

can, with ease, twist words and meanings as 

you please.”

Individuality

Undeniably, the legal profession is very 

competitive. Individuals who are meek and who 

lack confidence, initiative, and ability to face 

challenges may face many stumbling blocks on 

their way to progress.

Yet there is no reason to be disappointed 

in case you don’t possess some of these 

attributes. It may help to know that not all 

the great lawyers had natural aptitude; some 

of them acquired skills through training and 

many of them through experience. However, 

no talent and training can help you unless you 

ignite your desire to succeed and keep your 

faith from wavering.
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How to Become a Successful Lawyer
[By Roshan Tolani] 

Traditional elitism within the legal profession and the rising popularity of law as a career have created issues of access and opportunities in the field. Of all the 

professions in the UK, law, it seems, has stipulated some of the most demanding entry requirements.
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